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5 General Appraisal of the Existing Conservation Area

facilities providing both a useful service in themselves and giving valuable public access
to the buildings.

Side streets and alleys provide more opportunities, particularly for the specialist shopper
as at Bosun’s Locker down Upton’s Slip, appropriately a ships chandlers, and the
imaginatively named “Dig and Delve” in Swanpool Street.

All the streets in this character area have a strong pedestrian presence. However, for the
whole of the long shopping street and into the Moor, the continued penetration of an
unnecessary volume of vehicular traffic conflicts with the pedestrian vitality and
opportunity adding an incongruous note.

The high quality of the buildings and the distinctive spaces they frame, or relate to, give
Falmouth a very individual character, but this is displayed differently from named street
to named street within the central Conservation Area:

Arwenack Street (sce figure 55) is particularly narrow, with narrow pavements, and has
had little redevelopment since the late eighteenth century and early nineteenth century.
Some idea of the considerable architectural quality of the street is given by the high
number of listed items, twenty-three in all. The best group of buildings is at the far end
of the street, including the fine 1814 stuccoed neo-classical Custom House (grade IT*)
(see figure 55) with its hexastyle Doric portico, the early nineteenth century stone rubble
and dressed granite Harbour Master’s Office (grade 1I), with granite pavement in front,
and the Quayside Inn (grade II), on the seaward side. Opposite is the tall (three storeys
plus attic over basement) brick-fronted paired Fox building (grade 11*) with its fine
doorways approached by flights of granite steps with the basement also of dressed
granite.

At the town end Arwenack Street is linked to Church Street by a double bend. A
distinctive 1925 design, incorporating a curved stuccoed front (slatehanging to the rear)
on the seaward side combined with the even more architecturally distinguished curved
stone front of the 1925 Church Institute (see figure 56) (grade I1* with the Church) by
C. Russell Corfield on the landward side allows the streets to flow into one another
providing a strongly expressed flowing architectural spatial effect. Also on the bend is
an early to mid nineteenth century terrace of three (Nos. 3-6, grade II) stuccoed (with
quoin strips) shop premises, the wider one on the right with two shop fronts. As with
most shop premises in old towns the buildings probably started life as town houses, or
merchants houses, the shop fronts being added later, these being good examples of the
late nineteenth century, except the one on the far right which is early twentieth century.
A similar, but architecturally stronger theme, is expressed with the group of three that
start the straight section of the street. These have a facade that is articulated by pilasters
framing recessed arches, all under deep eaves on paired brackets. The Chinoiserie
design of some of the sash windows is a particularly distinctive feature. The next one
(No. 11, grade II) is eighteenth century, stuccoed with channelled rustication
(contrasting with the slatehanging of its rear elevation). Next to this is a good late
nineteenth century example in granite ashlar (the British Legion, grade IT) (its
appearance at the time of writing let down by its UPVC fenestration and door). Other
stone buildings in an otherwise stuccoed street are: the eighteenth century Pipe
restaurant; the eighteenth century group that includes the Arwenack Hotel, its
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