
FALMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL   
 

Minutes of a meeting of the Council held on Monday 14th June 2021 at 7 pm in the Atherton Suite, 

The Old Post Office, The Moor, Falmouth.     

  

Present:             Councillors S D Eva (Town Mayor), G W Chin-Quee BEM, D E Clegg, 

L D Coley, K J Edwards, D V Evans BEM, A J Jewell CC, J Kirkham CC,  

J C Robinson, B M A Ross, A J Rowe, D W Saunby CC, E E Seiler, and  

J M Spargo  

    

In Attendance: A M Williams      (Town Clerk)    

 Councillor L Magowan   (Cornwall Council –Arwenack ED)    

 A Pennington   (Cornwall Wildanet Ltd) 

 P Fitzpatrick   (Fairtrade Falmouth) 

 Cannon W Stuart-White     (Mayor’s Chaplain)    

    

PRAYERS    

Prior to the commencement of the meeting prayers were said by the Mayor’s Chaplain.    

    

C5454  APOLOGIES    

Apologies for absence were received and approved from Councillors G F Evans (ill) 

and Young (social distancing concerns).    

    

C5455  INTERESTS AND DISPENSATIONS    

None received.    

    

C5456  MINUTES    

It was proposed by Councillor Ross, seconded by Councillor Coley and    

    

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on    

19th April 2021 and the annual meeting held on  

17th May 2021 be confirmed as a correct record and  

signed by the Chairman.  

    

C5457 TOWN MAYOR’S REPORT    

The Town Mayor reported a worrying upward trend in Covid infections locally. He 

reflected on the recent G7 event which had been very successful and well facilitated 

by the Council’s team. The Cornwall House Expo and Cornwall Marine Network 

Short Film were a great showcase. The Council would work with CMN towards its 

apprenticeship programme. H e had asked Councillor D Evans to report on the 20mph 

town speed proposals. Finally, he had enjoyed the sailing for the Falmouth Classics 

event and looked forward to the virtual Sea Shanty event.  

    

C5458 DEPUTY MAYOR’S REPORT    

The Deputy Mayor reported on walkabouts and joint updates/press column with the 

Mayor, which would be a regular publication now. G7 had gone well and afforded 

press opportunities to profile Falmouth and highlight environmental initiatives locally. 

She also reported on local environmental initiatives she had engaged with.  
 

  

C5459 PUBLIC QUESTIONS    

None received.    

 

 
 



  C5460 WILDANET 

Amanda Pennington referred to her video presentation. Established in 2017 Wildanet 

was a Cornish company to address the need creating the ‘digital divide’ by providing 

good quality broadband to homes across rural Cornwall, by building a fibre optic 

network and delivering gigabyte speeds. Building the infrastructure would cause some 

disruption and that would be in Falmouth in September 2021. There would be letter 

drops and the availability to present to community groups. Community hubs would be 

created, and she responded to Councillors questions.  

 

C5461 POLICE REPORT    

No report.    

   

C5462 FIRE, RESCUE AND COMMUNITY SAFETY SERVICE REPORT    

The April to June 2021 reported was duly received and forms part of these minutes.  

    

C5463 COMMUNITY LINK OFFICER’S REPORT    

No report.   

    

C5464 CORNWALL COUNCILLORS REPORTS    

Trescobeas and Budock 

Councillor Saunby advised that he had been appointed to the Miscellaneous Licensing 

Committee and was a substitute to the Children and Families Committee. Locally he 

was looking at speed restrictions measures in Bickland Water Road and highway 

hedge cutting. He had attended an environmental clean-up day in Budock Village.  

 

Boslowick 

Councillor Jewell advised that he had been appointed to the Licensing Act Committee 

and as Chairman of the Central Planning Committee. He supported the Bickland 

Water Road speed restrictions. Also, he was looking at unused land at Queen Anne 

Gardens.  

 

Penwerris 

Councillor Kirkham had been appointed to the Health and Education Social Care 

Committee, the Fisheries Committee, and the Pensions Committee. She had been 

engaged in community case work for parking, housing, and roads matters. She was 

commencing resident surgeries starting 23rd June.  

 

Arwenack 

Councillor Magowan had been appointed to the Neighbourhoods Scrutiny Committee 

and the Audit Committee. His case work had focussed on licensing and planning 

matters. Cornwall Council had been involved in the arrangements for the G7 event 

and that had gone well, with Arwenack seeing much activity. He was settling into role 

and would meet with A&P shortly.  

   

C5465  MOTION BY COUNCILLOR EVA 

 It was proposed by Councillor Eva, seconded by Councillor Jewell and 

 

   RESOLVED that Standing Orders be amended to 

(i) The public speaking protocol for the Planning  

Committee to allow 3 minutes respectively for 

applicants/agents, and objectors to present to the  

Committee.  

(ii) Councillors be permitted a maximum of three minutes  

to speak per planning application at meetings of the  

Planning Committee.  



 

C5466 COMMITTEE REPORTS    

The Finance and General Purposes Committee Report dated 26th April 2021 was   

 presented by Councillor Ross, Vice-Chair of the Committee.    

  

 It was proposed by Councillor Ross, seconded by Councillor Robinson and    

    

RESOLVED that the Report of the Committee dated     

26th April 2021 be approved.     

    

The Finance and General Purposes Committee Report dated 24th May 2021 was   

 presented by Councillor Robinson, Chair of the Committee.    

  

 It was proposed by Councillor Robinson, seconded by Councillor Ross and    

    

RESOLVED that the Report of the Committee dated 24th May  

2021 be approved.     

 

The Planning Committee Report dated 26th April 2021 was presented by Councillor 

Jewell, former Chair of the Committee.    

    

It was proposed by Councillor Jewell, seconded by Councillor Spargo and    

    

RESOLVED that the Report of the Committee dated  26th April 

2021 be approved.     

    

 The Planning Committee Report dated 24th May 2021 was presented by Councillor 

Rowe, Chair of the Committee.    

    

 It was proposed by Councillor Rowe, seconded by Councillor Spargo and    

    

RESOLVED that the Report of the Committee dated 24th May  

2021 be approved.     

 

C5467 ANNUAL RETURN 2020/21 

The Town Clerk and Councillor Robinson, Chair of the Finance and General Purposes 

Committee, reported upon the Committee consideration and recommendations 

regarding the financial statements and annual return. 

 

It was proposed by Councillor Robinson, seconded by Councillor Ross and 

 

   RESOLVED that the Annual Governance and  

Accounting Statements for 2020/21 be approved  

and as attached as part of these minutes. 
 

C5468 PRINCESS PAVILION WORKING GROUP  

 It was proposed by Councillor Robinson, seconded by Councillor Spargo and 

 

   RESOLVED that  

(i) The report and recommendations of the meeting dated  

28th May 2021 be approved; and 

(ii) Councillor Edwards be added to the membership of the  

Group. 

 

 



C5469 FALMOUTH BEACH MANAGEMENT GROUP 

 The report of the Group dated 28th May 2021 was duly noted.  

 

C5470 FAIRTRADE 

 The Fairtrade Falmouth report was duly noted.  

 

C5471 TOWN MANAGEMENT REPORT    

 The Town Clerk presented the Town Management Report that was duly noted and  

 forms part of these minutes.  

.   

C5472 TOWN CLERK’S REPORT   

The Town Clerk reported regarding the extension of the Covid restrictions cessation 

date and the local infection rate. He reported upon the implications of physical 

meetings of the Council and public safety and responded to questions regarding the 

Local Government Act and delegated powers.  

 

It was proposed by Councillor Eva, seconded by Councillor Edwards and 

 

RESOLVED that  

(i) Committee Chairs to determine whether to hold physical 

meetings in consultation with their committee members  

and the Town Clerk regarding safety measures, or to meet 

virtually and rely on the extended delegated powers scheme; 

and 

(ii) Councillors avail themselves of the Council’s Lateral Flow  

Test regime as part of the precautions for attending physical 

meetings and other council duties.  

    

There being no further business to transact the Town Mayor declared the meeting closed 

at 8.10 pm.    

    

   

Signed.................................................................    Date...........................................................    

   



 

Information Classification: CONTROLLED 

 

 

Cornwall Fire, Rescue and 

Community Safety Service 

Falmouth Town Council Report (April to June 2021) 
 

  



 

Information Classification: CONTROLLED 

Introduction 
The data used for compiling this report has solely come from the Cornwall 

Council Resilient Cornwall Fire and Rescue Service reporting site. The tracker is 

used as a method of recording the service activities with regard to our Service 

delivery and core values covering Protection, Prevention and Response.  

Protection 
Tactical Information Files – for higher risk premises 

The watches completed 2 visits this period.   

A TIF visit is an information gathering exercise where watches collate and check 

the data held about commercial premises.  

Changes to our ways of working due to the COVID pandemic has led to a more 

risk based approach relying on gathering this information remotely and studying 

potential operational considerations by table top exercises and risk review. 

An example of the sort of premises covered by a TIF would be a large 

manufacturing company, or a medium-large hotel.  

Operation Fire Safety Visits – for lower risk premises 

This area of our protection remit has been temporarily suspended due to COVID 

19 reasons. However, there has been a number of visits based on risk critical 

information carried out with support from our Fire Safety Officers. Full delivery 

of this work stream will be resumed when restrictions lift. 

An OFSV is a brief visit carried out on premises whose risk is deemed to be more 

generic.  The aims are to identify the use and occupier of the building, and to 

inform and advise the occupier of their legal responsibility to protect from the 

risk of fire in line with the Regulatory Reform Fire Safety Order 2005. 

Prevention 

Home Fire Safety Checks 

During this quarter, crews carried out 20 HFSCs. 

This is a free service we offer to all residents, be they home owners or tenants.  

The crew base their advice around a booklet entitled Fire Safety in the Home, 

but tailor the information specifically to the hazards identified during their visit.  

The crew also carry free smoke detectors to fit if appropriate. 

Activity has been limited due to COVID 19 restrictions, however visits have been 

focussed on high risk referrals made from our central support team along with 

local requests from members of the public. 



 

Information Classification: CONTROLLED 

Community Engagement 

Activity has been limited due to COVID restrictions but there has been community 

engagement with local business in the run up to G7 submit, all local business around the 

Maritime area have received a visit from Fire crews giving business fire safety information in 

total 30 premises were visited.  

Response  

The following list summarises only the types of incidents we attended during this 

period: 

Summary April MAY JUNE   

Fire 31 24 4 

Not a 
completed 
month for 

June 

 

False Alarm 25 15 5   

Special Service 11 17 7   

Grand Total 67 56 16   

During this period incidents were divided 60% Day and 40% Night. 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like this information in another format or language please contact: 

Cornwall Council, County 

Hall, Treyew Road, Truro 

TR1 3AY 

Telephone: 0300 1234 100 

Email: 
enquiries@cornwall.gov.uk 
www.cornwall.gov.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:enquiries@cornwall.gov.uk
http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/


 

Information Classification: CONTROLLED 

Join Cornwall Council and Cornwall Fire, 
Rescue and Community Safety Service on 
Facebook 

 

Follow Cornwall Council on Twitter @cornwallcouncil 

Follow Cornwall Fire, Rescue and Community Safety Service on Twitter 

@CornwallFRS 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2020/21 Part 3

To be completed by Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities*:
• where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure exceeded £25,000 but did not exceed

£6.5 million; or
• where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was £25,000

or less but that:
• are unable to certify themselves as exempt (fee payable); or
• have requested a limited assurance review (fee payable)

Guidance notes on completing Part 3 of the Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return 2020/21
1. Every smaller authority in England that either received gross income or incurred gross expenditure

exceeding £25,000 must complete Part 3 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return at
the end of each financial year in accordance with Proper Practices.

2. The Annual Governance and Accountability Return is made up of three parts, pages 3 to 6:
 

• The Annual Internal Audit Report must be completed by the authority’s internal auditor.
• Sections 1 and 2 must be completed and approved by the authority.
• Section 3 is completed by the external auditor and will be returned to the authority.

3. The authority must approve Section 1, Annual Governance Statement, before approving Section 2,
Accounting Statements, and both must be approved and published on the authority website/webpage
before 1 July 2021.

4. An authority with either gross income or gross expenditure exceeding £25,000 or an authority with
neither income nor expenditure exceeding £25,000, but which is unable to certify itself as exempt, or
is requesting a limited assurance review, must return to the external auditor by email or post (not both)
no later than 30 June 2021. Reminder letters will incur a charge of £40 +VAT:
 

• the Annual Governance and Accountability Return Sections 1 and 2, together with
• a bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2021
• an explanation of any significant year on year variances in the accounting statements
• notification of the commencement date of the period for the exercise of public rights
• Annual Internal Audit Report 2020/21

Unless requested, do not send any additional documents to your external auditor. Your external auditor will 
ask for any additional documents needed.
Once the external auditor has completed the limited assurance review and is able to give an opinion, the 
Annual Governance and Accountability Section1, Section 2 and Section 3 – External Auditor Report 
and Certificate will be returned to the authority by email or post.

Publication Requirements
Under the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, authorities must publish the following information on 
the authority website/webpage:
Before 1 July 2021 authorities must publish:
• Notice of the period for the exercise of public rights and a declaration that the accounting statements

are as yet unaudited;
• Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2020/21, approved and signed, page 4
• Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2020/21, approved and signed, page 5
Not later than 30 September 2021 authorities must publish:
• Notice of conclusion of audit
• Section 3 - External Auditor Report and Certificate
• Sections 1 and 2 of AGAR including any amendments as a result of the limited assurance review.
It is recommended as best practice, to avoid any potential confusion by local electors and interested
parties, that you also publish the Annual Internal Audit Report, page 3.

Page 1 of 6Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2020/21 Part 3  
Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities*

The Annual Governance and Accountability Return constitutes the annual return referred to in the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015. 
Throughout, the words ‘external auditor’ have the same meaning as the words ‘local auditor’ in the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015.

*for a complete list of bodies that may be smaller authorities refer to schedule 2 to the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014.
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Page 6 of 6

Section 3 – External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2020/21

ENTER NAME OF AUTHORITY

ENTER NAME OF EXTERNAL AUDITOR

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority
Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A limited 
assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with International 
Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would. 
The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit is appropriate 
for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending. 
Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the 
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website – 
https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/ .
This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has 
a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in  
accordance with Proper Practices which: 
• summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2021; and
• confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2020/21

DD/MM/YYSIGNATURE REQUIRED
Date

External Auditor Name

(Except for the matters reported below)* on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return, in 
our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return is in accordance with Proper Practices and 
no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met. 
(*delete as appropriate).

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

*We do not certify completion because:

(continue on a separate sheet if required)

(continue on a separate sheet if required)

3 External auditor certificate 2020/21
We certify/do not certify* that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and  
Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for 
the year ended 31 March 2021.

External Auditor Signature

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2020/21 Part 3  
Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities*

In respect of Falmouth Town Council
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