
   
 

 
  

 
 

 
  

                                  
                                   
                                       

  
  
 

  
  

   
  

  
 

  
 

   
   

  
  

   
 

   
  

 
 

 
 

  
 

  
 

 
 

 

 

FALMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL 

Minutes of a meeting of the Grounds, Facilities and Environmental Action Committee held 
on 15th April 2024 at 6pm at the Atherton Suite, The Old Post Office, The Moor, Falmouth. 

Present:           Councillors D E Clegg (Chair), J S Kirkham CC (Vice-chair), K J Edwards (to 
point mentioned), D V Evans BEM, A Rowe (to point mentioned), D W 
Saunby CC, J M Spargo and Z Young (to point mentioned). 

In attendance: A M Williams (Town Clerk) 
A Medlin (Facilities Manager) 
K M Hall (Strategic Environmental Projects Officer) 

GFEA115       APOLOGIES
                        None received. 

GFEA116       INTERESTS AND DISPENSATIONS 
None received. 

GFEA117       MINUTES 
It was proposed by Councillor Edwards, seconded by Councillor Kirkham and 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 5th 

February 2024 be agreed as a correct record and signed by the 
Chair. 

GFEA118       GROUNDS MANAGER OVERVIEW AND UPDATE 
The Chair presented the Grounds Manager report and that of the Council’s 
Environmental Education and Enforcement Officers. Both attached as part of 
these minutes. Councillor Edwards presented further on Skatepark 
development progress. All duly noted.  

GFEA119       FACILITIES MANAGER OVERVIEW AND UPDATE 
The Facilities Manager presented his report that is attached as part of these 
minutes and was duly noted. He responded to questions on Re:Source Project 
and Councillors (pursuant to Minute C5852) noted the risk of timescale 
compliance and potential grant funding clawback, and the Council’s 
expenditure commitment to date.  

GFEA120       STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECTS OFFICER OVERVIEW 
AND UPDATE 
The Strategic Environmental Projects Officer’s report was received and is 
attached as part of these minutes and was duly noted. She further updated on 
the South West Water Falmouth trial of wet wipe disposal awareness. She 
confirmed that waterless toilet provision was no longer a Council priority and 
the Chair confirmed that the Falmouth Allotment Society had no plans to 
progress waterless toilet provision.  



 
  

 

  
  

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
  

 
  

 
 

 

 

 
  

  
 

  
 

 
 

 
   

 
 

 
 

                           
    

 
  

 
 

 

It was proposed by Councillor Young, seconded by Councillor Kirkham and 

RESOLVED that the Council write to the Secretary of State 
for the Environment requesting that the sale of wet wipes be 
prohibited in the UK to tackle pollution and relieve congestion 
of sewerage systems. 

GFEA121       FOOTPATH LINKS PROJECT 
Pursuant to Minute C5832 Councillor Rowe updated the Committee on the 
Project. 

It was proposed by Councillor Clegg, seconded by Councillor Edwards and 

RESOLVED that the Council supports and engages with the 
proposed Footpath Project and that Councillor D V Evans 
represents the Council on the project group, supported by 
Councillor Rowe. 

The Chair took this matter out of agenda sequence to enable Councillor Rowe 
to present. 

GFEA122       FEASIBILITY STUDY – CAMPERVANS WASTE DISPOSAL 
The report of Cornwall Council regarding the County feasibility 12-month 
trial for off-street car parks was duly noted.  

. 
GFEA123       ZERO HOUR CAMPAIGN – MOTION BY COUNCILLOR EDWARDS
                        Councillor Edwards requested that the Council supports the campaign to 

ensure the Climate and Nature Bill is passed in parliament. 

It was proposed by Councillor Edwards, seconded by Councillor D V Evans 
and 

RESOLVED that the Council signs up as a supporter of the 
Zero Hour Campaign to back the Climate and Nature Bill.  

The Chair took this matter out of agenda sequence to enable Councillor 
Edwards to present. 

Councillors Edwards and Rowe now left the meeting.  

GFEA124       PLANT BASED TREATY 
The Committee considered the reference from the Council C5830 to consider 
the implementation of a Plant Based Treaty.

                        It was proposed by Councillor D V Evans, and seconded by Councillor
                        Saunby, as an amendment and 

RESOLVED that the Council does not adopt the Plant Based 
Treaty which was not applicable to much of the Council’s 
operations but does adopt the attached sustainable food motion 



  
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

for civic events. The Council noted the procurement, 
administrative and cost implications therein. 

A motion proposed by Councillor Kirkham and seconded by Councillor Clegg 
that the Council adopts a sustainable food motion was lost. The amendment 
removed plant-based options on request and added in equal proportion in 
terms of menu choice for civic events. 

It was noted that the menu offer at Princess Pavilion already complied and was 
directed by the operational plans and budgets overseen by the Cultural 
Services and Leisure Committee. 

Councillor Young now left the meeting.  

GFEA125       EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
It was proposed by Councillor Clegg, seconded by Councillor Spargo and 

RESOLVED that in view of the confidential nature of 
contractual matters, it is advisable in the public interest that the 
press and public be excluded from the meeting.  



 

 

       
 

  

  

       

       
     

        
      

 

        
     

      

 

  
        

        
 

     
      

     
  

      

  

      
     

 

   

   

 

    
     

   

Grounds report 15/04/24. 

Apologies as I won’t be in attendance at the meeting as I’m away on leave, returning to work 
April 16th. 

The Falmouth Spring flower show�

An overwhelming success 

(60%+)�who�were�visiting for the�first time,�very�encouraging! 

Superb job done of the organisation and revamping by Jacqui Owen, with many reports of the 
high standards and�significance�of the�show�on local�radio stations, where the show was 
labelled as the best yet with record attendance; this is really good PR for FTC. Although free 
entry over £1k in donations were accepted to ensure the show continues for the next 100+ years 

Princess Pavilion 

Following the failure of a semi-mature Sycamore that fell into the car park, the trees were 
reinspected and a further 2 from the same group were dangerous and have had to be felled, 
replacements will be planted in the Autumn when conditions are suitable for establishment. 

Skatepark 

Maverick the main skatepark construction contractor started on site on schedule Monday 
March 18th; Their section of the drainage has been installed ready to connect to the attenuation 
system, materials are constantly incoming and they are blazing ahead with the park 
construction. 

The drainage contractor for the skatepark started on site Monday March 25th and they’ll be on 
site for around 4 weeks; as a result of the tender process they came in well below budget at 
under £35k. Both�contractors are working�in harmony, and the�benefits of having them doing so�
are already apparent. 

I’d anticipate the park opening event happening in August. 

Scheduled�works�

My team are�carrying�out the first�cut of all Falmouth’s footpaths and the coast path, which 
should be completed during or just after Easter week. 

Annual bedding planting 

PP- W/C 06/05/24 

KP & The Moor W/C 13/05/24 

KP 

A 50% grant has been obtained from The War Memorials Trust(£2080) for the cleaning and 
restoration of the inscriptions on the war memorial, these works will take place in late Spring 
following approval of my listed buildings planning application to CC 



           
      

     

 

W/C 22/04/24 we have�a�sizeable project kicking�off�as we’ll be changing�all�the soil�in KP�formal�
beds with the soil that’s removed going up to Trescobeas to level out the inside area of the pump 
track so it can be cut with our ride-on mower and fresh screened topsoil imported for the beds. 













 

 
 

      
  

 
   

 

 

   
    

  
 

    
   

 
  

    
    

  
 

 
   

   
 
 
 

 
 

       
      

  
     
  

  
  

 
   

 
 

 
     

 
     

  
     

    
 

  
 

 
     

  

April 2024 – Strategic Environmental Projects 
Report for Grounds, Facilities & Environmental Action Committee 

Focus Action taken Next steps 
Environmental CC successfully secured ZEBRA2 to acquire an electric bus for service Electric bus will be in service in 2025.  FTC 
Projects/ 60 Falmouth Town. contribution will be £5,000 towards cost of 
initiatives Marine School Make a difference day arranged for 27 March at 

Pendennis Headland 
Spruce Up main street area by staff, councillors & volunteers 21 March 
Tree Event organised by Tree Champion Cllr Rowe held at Pendennis 
Leisure on 16 March 
Attended Falmouth Week meeting and secured partial funding for 
rental of MarketSetBot race markers for sailing event.  These have no 
anchors so do not disturb the seabed MSB - Fourth Cape 

acquisition. 
Vote on whether to sign up to Zero Hour’s 
campaign to back the Climate and Nature Bill. 

Work with Falmouth Week participants to 
promote sustainable initiatives. 

Carbon Reduction Princess Pavilion – Successful funding application from Community 
Ownership Fund (COF) for solar panels and new low carbon lighting. 
Passmore Edwards Municipal Building - Energy options appraisal 
completed. F&GP approved £50,000 to fund feasibility study to enable 
submission for MEND 

Tender to be prepared for installation of 
carbon saving technologies at PP. 
SEPO to update Carbon Audit once all energy 
consumption received for 2022/23. 
Bid to be formally approved for Community 
Capacity Fund to cover development phase 
for PE Municipal Building.  
MEND EOI for PE Municipal Building to be 
submitted in April 

Events Initial discussion held with South West Bars & Events to identify 
improvements to sustainability for their events. 
Rotary Climate Action Event on 8th and 9th March 
Spring Flower Show 23rd and 24th March 2024 

Collaborating with Art Gallery around 
Summer exhibition focusing on farming/food 
in Cornwall. 
The Big Green Week 8 – 16 June.  Events to be 
arranged in conjunction with the Library 

https://fourthcape.com/msb/


   
       

    
  

 
 

  
   

   
 

   
 

  
     

  
 
 

     
   

  
   

    
 

     
 

  
 

 
  

    
    

 

 

       
  

 
     

 
     

 
 

       
     

   
     

Focus Action taken Next steps 
Water Draft emergency plan outline prepared, Princess Pavilion assessed and 

approved as rest centre. 
EA provisional plan supplied for Prince of Wales Pier flood alleviation -
seeking MMO approval and then will submit a planning application. 
Delays expected. 
SWW Community engagement event on 16 Feb 
SWW monthly update meetings set up with SEPO 

EA to provide details of flood alleviation plan 
once approved by MMO.  
Emergency plan (incorporating flood plan) to 
be finalised and presented.  
Monthly update meetings with SWW to 
monitor progress. Gylly project due to be 
completed by Spring 2025. 

Community 
Engagement 

SEPO attending Fal Energy Partnership and VSF Climate & Environment 
Alliance monthly meetings. 
SEPO attends Fal/Helford SAC meetings quarterly 
Green Corridor meeting attended on 7 Feb 

SandSafe event will take place on 15 May at 
Gylly Beach.  All welcome to attend. 

Ocean Recovery Declaration made in Jan 2022. Interpretation panel to be produced and 
installed on railings in car park. 
Work with Falmouth Harbour to deliver 
artificial reef project. 

Communication Volunteer recruitment being promoted via Lovefalmouthvolunteers 
Environmental section to be published when new website goes live – 
Environmental projects to be promoted; Sandsafe, volunteering 

Other Plant-based and Sustainable Food motions prepared. Committee to vote on new food policy. 
Wildlife beds to be designed at New 
Cemetery. 

Recycling Recycling initiative to be promoted during 
Green Week 

Budget £8,000 allocated in 2024/25 budget. 

Decisions requested from Grounds, Facilities & Environmental Action Committee; 
Consider proposals around plant-based food 
Vote on whether to sign up to Zero Hour’s campaign to back the Climate and Nature Bill 

Prepared by Karen Hall, Strategic Environmental Projects Officer April 2024 



 
 

 
 

  
 

 

            
        

      
               

   
            

 
           

  
              

      

     

       
       

 
            
         

            
 

          
            

        
         

  

 

 

 

 

Sustainable Food Mo�on 
to be considered at Grounds, Facili�es and Environmental Ac�on Commitee 
15 April 2024 

This council recognises that; 

1. Meat and dairy produc�on is a significant contributor to greenhouse gas emissions 
and global deforesta�on and therefore reducing consump�on of these foods will 
help to tackle the climate crisis. 

2. It has a role to encourage people to consider their food consump�on and be able to 
make informed choices 

3. It is important to promote the importance of a balanced diet and cater for all dietary 
requirements 

4. We should help to increase awareness that dietary choices have an impact on 
individual carbon footprints 

5. Support should be given to local farmers, producers and suppliers who make a huge 
contribu�on to our economy and community cohesion 

Falmouth Town Council resolves to 

• Ensure that food provided at all council-catered events and mee�ngs provide a plant-
based op�on on request, preferably using ingredients sourced from local food 
providers 

• Wherever possible to use suppliers who are locally based to provide meals 
• Ensure that all council-run sites including cafes and restaurants have plant-based 

op�ons available as part of their regular catering offer and are adver�sed clearly on 
their menu 

• Provide support to plant-based local free food service by funding community groups 
who are already doing work to assist in transforming to a more environmentally 
sustainable food system which also helps tackle food poverty 

• Promote the benefits of a balanced diet including plant-based ingredients at relevant 
awareness-raising events 
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